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the Judaisers could only understand it in the sense
that the Gentiles were to accept Christianised Judaism,
i.e. not merely Christianity as a quality or mode of
religion, but also that Jewish religion to which it was
first applied; not merely the original spirit of Jesus,
but the traditional religion of Jesus. Nor even did
Paul perhaps clearly realise, however instinctively he
felt and acted on, the distinction between the two.
Not only did he require his Gentile converts to accept
monotheism, and other elements of Judaism insepar-
able from worship " in spirit and in. truth/' but, while
delivering them from the more intolerable burdens of
the law, he strove to impose upon them a Christian
theology, woven largely out of Rabbinical materials,
and governed by categories unfamiliar to the pagan
mind.

And, so far, his work had no root and withered
away, especially when the Judaisers, against whom
it was so much directed, and by whom it was so
largely shaped, became extinct. What he succeeded,
however, in communicating to them was just the
Christian spirit, the antidote to those diseases from
which their own religion was suffering. Gentile
Christianity, or Catholicism, is paganism Christianised
by a certain infusion of elements from the Jewish
religion, as reinterpreted by Paul. But the basis of
its theology, ritual, polity, hierarchy is to be found
in the religion of the Empire, in which it worked as
leaven, leavening the whole lump.

That that religion was itself a synthesis or syn-
cretism of all that the world till that day had learnt
about God and man, heaven and earth; that the
religion of Rome was a true Catholicism^ or empire